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[57] ABSTRACT

A portable information terminal includes a body casing
which incorporates a function unit for transmitting and
receiving information and has a groove portion with a plane
bottom. and a card casing which is reversibly and slidably
attached in the plane-bottom groove portion of the body
casing and has an operation unit. The plane-bottom groove
portion of the body casing has a rectangular shape with side

_ surfaces opposed to each other and a pair of guide grooves

are formed on the opposed surfaces thereof. The card casing
has a rectangular shape substantially similar to that of the
plane-bottom groove portion and has a pair of pins near the
end portions of the opposed side surfaces. The card casing
is attached to the body casing by inserting the pair of pins
into the pair of guide grooves. The body casing includes a
first light emitter and a first light detector and the card casing
comprises a second light emitter and a second light detector
which are respectively disposed so as to be opposed to the
first light emitter and the first light detector when the
portable information terminal is used. The body casing
includes a second operation unit on a plane portion of the
plane-bottom groove portion.
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